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BYOD / (BYOC + BYOS) = TROUBLE?  

There’s little debate that the frequency and proliferation of 

employees using their own devices for work has and will 

continue to increase. With the cloud – private, public, and 

hybrid – as one of the hot growth areas in IT, there were bound 

to be issues where these two growing trends intersect. The new 

acronyms are BYOC (Bring our Own Cloud) and BYOS (Bring 

Your Own Services) and they can cause issues for IT 

management, not to mention the entire enterprise by putting the 

security of company information at risk. 

 

But, BYOC is not just employees using their own cloud to 

produce their own work, but often entire departments using 

cloud-based applications without the IT organization’s 

knowledge. One of corporate management’s major fears with 

BYOD and BYOC is that it could morph into BYODB, or Bring 

Your Own Data Breach. 

 

For example, Computerworld relates the case of a VMware 

CTO who makes multimedia presentations all over the world. 

The virtualization company’s own IT organization couldn’t offer 

a viable solution to increase his email attachment size quota so 

he started using Dropbox on his own. His actions are echoed in 

a study by Forrester Consulting for Unisys, which found that 56 

percent of information workers “use unsupported personal 

devices or apps for work because they need the capabilities 

and their organization does not provide an alternative.” Also, 

with services such as Dropbox, Box, Microsoft SkyDrive, 

Google Drive and other cloud-based syncing services grow in 

popularity, they will increasingly become targets of hackers.  

 

Although creating and enforcing a strict corporate policy 

regarding the cloud is one way to go, another solution that 

some experts advocate is to BYO, or build your own. 

TechRepublic enumerated several reasons and benefits to go 

the BYO route to create a company-centric cloud. Although a 

BYO solution offers total control and likely more flexibility than 

third-party clouds, the internal IT group will then be fully 

responsible for security. Therefore, it’s vital that IT have the 

highest degree of security acumen and skills, and if they aren’t 

up to the task, then the company will need to either hire in or 

contract out for this absolutely essential expertise.  

 

 

PC Shipments Continue to Decline 

Two IT research organizations – Gartner Inc. and International 

Data Corp. (IDC) – recently released their respective 

estimates regarding Q3 PC shipments and both came up with 

similar data, but with different analyses of what the data mean 

for the PC market. 

 

Gartner reported that worldwide PC shipments declined 8.6 

percent in Q3 2013 from the same quarter a year earlier. 

However, U.S. PC shipments were up 3.5 percent in Q3. 

Gartner attributed that to “artificially weak Q2 13 [PC 

shipments] because of inventory control for the Windows 8 

launch.”  In addition, they feel that the period of the steepest 

decline may be over and “the U.S. PC market will see a more 

moderate decrease rather than a steep decline in the next two 

years." 

 

In comparison, IDC reported worldwide PC shipments were 

down 7.6 percent, which was better than their previously 

projected decline of 9.5 percent. In contrast to Gartner’s data, 

IDC said U.S. PC shipments were only slightly down: 0.2 

percent. IDC characterized the U.S. market as “show[ing] 

signs of recovery” because “… most of the top vendors [grew] 

faster than the market. Additionally, emerging product 

categories and a greater assortment of Windows 8-based 

models supported the volume uptick.”  

 

Gartner also noted that the traditional “back-to-school” sales 

cycle didn’t materialize this year as “sales this quarter dropped 

to their lowest volume since 2008." 

 

Both Gartner’s and IDC’s single-digit declines in worldwide 

computer shipments in Q3 were better than the double-digit 

declines seen for the past several months. However, analysts 

see the slowing decline as a sign that computer builders are 

figuring out their place in the market as mobile devices 

continue their march toward computing dominance. According 

to InformationWeek, “Tablets are approaching a sort of 

equilibrium with PCs in developed markets such as the United 

States but continue to eat heavily into desktop and laptop 

sales in emerging markets.” 
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IT and Engineering Jobs to Grow by 2020   
 

The University of Illinois at Chicago published some interesting 

information about IT jobs in health care. They use the term “health 

informatics” and define it as “the underlying science fusing 

together the worlds of health care, information technology and 

business.” They estimate that 50,000 health informatics 

professionals will be needed in the next five to seven years.  

Below are the estimated growth numbers for selected IT and 

engineering occupations from 2010 to 2020. The average growth 

for all jobs within this period is 14 percent. 

IT Occupations 
Number of 

jobs –2010 

Expected 

number of 

jobs – 2020 

Estimated 

growth  

rate 

Computer hardware engineers 70,000 6,300 9% 

Computer & information 

research scientists 
28,200 5,300 19% 

Computer programmers 363,100 43,700 12% 

Computer support specialists 607,100 110,000 18% 

Computer systems analysts 544,400 120,400 22% 

Database administrators 110,800 33,900 31% 

Information security analysts, 

web developers and computer 

network architects 

302,300 65,700 22% 

Network and computer systems 

administrators 
347,200 96,600 28% 

Software developers 913,100 270,900 30% 

Engineering  

Occupations  

 

Aerospace engineers 81,000 4,000 5% 

Chemical engineers 30,200 1,800 6% 

Civil engineers 262,800 51,100 19% 

Electrical and electronic 

engineers 
294,000 17,600 6% 

Environmental engineers 51,400 11,300 22% 

Industrial engineers 203,900 13,100 6% 

Materials engineers 22,300 1,900 9% 

Mechanical engineers 243,200 21,300 9% 

Source: Occupational Outlook Handbook, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Protecting the Cloud  
 
As IT organizations prepare to adopt cloud solutions, they 
must have a sufficient security strategy. CIOs and IT staffers 
who head forth into the cloud must put the right controls in 
place to secure their private information and applications from 
the possible attacks of malicious users and hackers. This is 
why the cloud security services market is expected to reach 
$3.1 billion by 2015. 
 
A recent PWC study showed that 53 percent of organizations 
don’t encrypt databases and 43 percent of the most serious 
attacks are SQL injection attacks aimed at relational 
databases. The good news is that 97 percent of security risks 
are preventable and with a few properly exercised controls, 
your cloud environment can be safe and secure. 
 

 
 
How Technology Projects Are Really Funded 
 
A majority of enterprise technology projects (61 percent) are 
funded by business units (marketing was at the top of the list) 
rather than IT, according to a new survey conducted by IDC’s 
Global Research Advisory Council.  

According to IDC, “IT spending driven by the functional 
business areas will continue to outpace IT spending by the IT 
organization in the future … [as] the business [unit] is 
increasingly taking a front seat in technology initiatives." 

Tips & Tricks 
 
Extending Smartphone Battery Life 
 
Most users know the standard tricks for extending the battery 
life of smartphones – turn down or off various features such as 
brightness, vibrations, notifications, running apps, etc. 
 
But what about a 4G phone when it’s in an area with limited or 
no 4G service? Although it connects to a 3G network, it may 
still automatically search for a 4G network and this is a 
constant, and often unseen, battery drain. Turning off auto-
search, in addition to increasing battery life, will also reduce 
certain network connectivity problems. For an Android phone, 
set the network to CDMA only for 3G or LTE/CDMA for 4G.  
 
Also, if you know where you are, battery power is wasted when 
the phone searches for the correct GPS coordinates.  
 
Control menus for these functions may be hidden and not 
readily apparent or available. Since Android phones come in a 
myriad of versions and overlays, check with the phone 
manufacturer or service provider that furnished the phone for 
specific instructions in turning off some of these background 
apps. Changing settings for iPhones also vary by version and a 
quick web search should yield a useful solution. 


